
To whom it may concern,  

I wish to make the following submission regarding the proposed LEIXLIP LOCAL AREA PLAN 2020-

2026 

Foreword: 

I firstly want to comment on the current “state of affairs in Leixlip/Confey”.  

I have been a resident in Confey for 30+ years.  

Recently we had a water outage in Glendale Meadows where we had no water supply and several 

burst pipes (due to the age of the system in Confey) for 3 full days. Is this good enough? 

I travel to Dublin City Centre for work. Currently I use Bus Services or should I say the ONE 66X that 

leaves the top of hill at 8oc. This service is full during term time by the time the bus reaches the 

village. 

We were promised a Dart service 32 years ago when we purchased our home and it never 

materialised. Because of a huge recession at the time, the houses in the estate where unfinished for 

many years, and there was no wall at the railway line for many years, as when the builder went bust 

and left the country, and it was only when after the recession he returned and was looking for 

planning permission did these problems get sorted out. 

We constantly for the past 30 years have a sewage smell in the centre of Leixlip during warm 

weather and KCC haven’t managed to get to the end of it. 

With a disorderly BREXIT looming, and the indebtedness of our country, are you spending the money 

wisely as KILDARE County Council? Will we even have this money to spend? What is the likelihood of 

finishing this project to a safe and satisfactory level in ten years? 

Are Kildare County Councillors are willing to stand with the people who elected you? 

 

1) According to the CONFEY URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK (Appendix A), it states on p10 that: 
 
“The location of Confey GAA centrally within the subject lands and within close proximity to 
Confey Railway Station has been identified as being an underutilisation of these strategic lands. It 
is proposed to relocate the existing GAA lands facility to a larger site further north and in close 
proximity to the proposed ‘Community Hub’ ensuring ease of access.”  
 

Firstly, Confey GAA is an already existing amenity in the heart of the community. It is currently 

within walking distance for the residents of Riverforest, Glendale, Newtown and Avondale. Most 

importantly, it is within walking distance for both for young and old, for children attending training 

and for local primary school students to do PE. To state that the location of Confey GAA is 

“underutilised” is an insult to all the families involved in setting up the club, developing it, and 

running it for the past 30 years. The wording of “underutilisation” also shows the lack of regard for 

such amenities and places zero value on the voluntary time and effort given to campaigning and 

fundraising for the club. Kildare County Council did not put this facility here. The community did.  

Furthermore, moving the GAA club further north takes this amenity not only out of our community 

but indeed out of its own county! The statement also ensures “ease of access”. But to whom? I 



welcome the proposal of a new “community hub” in the plan, but do not take away already existing 

ones. 

 

2) The new development in Confey proposes widening Cope Bridge for two-way traffic. This would 

mean losing the green, recreational areas and hedgerows in Glendale, Newton and Avondale. It 

would also result in increased traffic coming into Leixlip Village, which is already seriously congested 

at peak times – a bottleneck from a newly-widened bridge to the village, making it even more 

difficult for the residents of Glendale, Riverforest and Avondale to exit their estates. Has a ‘Traffic 

Impact Assessment’ been conducted in relation to this? 

 

3) The protection of St. Catherine’s Park. In 2017, 1021 submissions were made and Kildare County 

Council aimed “to protect the amenity of St. Catherine’s Park. No road proposal shall be 

considered by this Council through the park within the Council’s ownership or jurisdiction”. This 

appears to have been removed from the plan and in a complete U turn, the council is now proposing 

a road into the park to facilitate a major housing development at Black Avenue. The plan should seek 

to protect, preserve and develop St. Catherine’s park as a public amenity. NOT PRIVATE HOUSING.  

 

- It is important to protect, enhance and further develop green areas in Leixlip, such as St. 

Catherine’s park, the Black Avenue and Leixlip Castle Demesne. These are shared spaces for 

amenity, recreation and biodiversity. The LAP should ensure that key trees, woodlands and 

high value hedgerows are maintained. 

4) The policy is to provide a minimum 3315 new housing units in Leixlip. This is being achieved by 
increasing housing unit densities at Key Development Areas and inserting new Key Development 
Areas into the Plan without any documented acceptable reasoning or demand to justify these 
decisions.  

 

 

5) The LAP fails to provide a Master Plan as directed by ministerial order. 

6) The LAP itself states the following issues 

- Rail transport system is already under pressure. 

- Secondary schools are at full capacity. A primary school is proposed but no location is 

determined for this. 

- Negative effects on air quality, noise and climate – due to increased emissions and pollution 

- Negative effects on biodiversity, ecological land and soil 

- Negative effects on human health and amenities. 

- Negative effects on local services and utilities – water supply and electricity demand 

 

 

In the LAP, provisions should also be made for the following: 



- A swimming pool. 

- A civil building with theatre or performance space. 

- Homes for the elderly/retired – 25% of Leixlip population 55+ 

- Affordable homes. 

- A Sensory Garden. 

- Adequate additional parking in the village and train stations 

- Maintaining existing green areas, hedgerows and woodlands for biodiversity and 

recreational use. 

- Improving and maintaining the existing water, waste and power supply. 

- Infrastructure which is aging and faulty before approving more houses. 

- Maintain our natural heritage sites, high quality amenity areas and green spaces throughout 

Leixlip. 

-  

 

7) The National Planning Framework states that development will be achieved through infill and 

Brownfield development rather that an over-reliance on Greenfield, edge of town development. The 

LAP as proposed does the opposite. We have a large Brownfield option at the HP site that should be 

used to resolve the current and future housing requirements of the town. This site already also has 

access to the motorway system. 

 

8) The failure to deal with existing problems within the town and provide the required infrastructure 

upgrades in advance of any new development shows total lack of appreciation of the current 

problems the town faces and disregard for the people of Leixlip and for the problems that will be 

visited on any new residents moving into the new developments. 

 

9) The plan does not adequately factor in the major expansion of Intel’s impact on our existing 

transport infrastructure. 

 

11. Any plan for Leixlip cannot be considered in isolation as the town forms part of the greater north 

Kildare area that includes the sister towns of Celbridge and Maynooth. The combined development 

proposed for the towns is absolutely without justification. 

 



 


